
PREPARING FOR YOUR PROGRAM IN ISRAEL 

AND/OR JORDAN

 WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF THE HOLY LAND

1. WHAT SHOULD YOU PACK FOR YOUR PROGRAM?

Weather in Israel and Jordan from June through September is usually hot and sunny, 
although some evenings are cool enough to require a sweater or light jacket. December, 
January and February are usually the coldest and rainiest months of the year. (Every 
several years Jerusalem even experiences snow.) Pack warm clothing and rain gear. 
Weather during the spring and autumn months is less predictable. Clothing that can be 
layered is the best option to deal with either mild days or a cold snap. Rain is also a 
possibility. 

Since you will be spending most of your time outdoors visiting Biblical sites, you will need 
primarily casual clothing. Jeans or slacks are appropriate for both men and women. (If 
women prefer skirts, these are also fine but they should be long enough to cover the 
knees.) Natural fabrics, such as cotton, which breathe and absorb perspiration, are 
preferable to synthetics in the summer heat. Longer shorts and sleeveless shirts may be 
worn on some field trips in Israel (such as a day in the Dead Sea area.). You will not be 
admitted to religious sites in such attire, however. Guards at these sites check to assure that 
all who enter are wearing clothing that covers the shoulders and the knees. This principle 
applies to both men and women. You will be advised before each field trip day whether 
this type of site will be visited on that particular day. Jordanian society is very conservative 
and shorts and sleeveless tops are not appropriate for either men or women there.

Comfortable walking shoes are essential. Although sandals may be worn on many trips, be 
sure that you also pack a pair of sports shoes or hiking shoes and socks for days when we 
shall be walking in areas with thorns.

One or two nicer outfits (slacks and a shirt for men and a dress or a skirt or slacks and a pretty 
blouse for women) are appropriate for church services.

Pack a swimsuit and towel if you wish to swim in the Dead Sea and/or Sea of Galilee in 
Israel or some hotels and the Red Sea in Jordan.

If you are enrolled in the Historical Geography of Israel course, you will have an opportunity 
to walk through a tunnel constructed during the time of King Hezekiah (8th century BC) to 
bring spring water to the residents inside the walls of the expanded city of Jerusalem. 
Spring water, sometimes knee-deep, still flows through the tunnel, which is not lighted. 
Bring rubber or plastic shoes and a flashlight/torch.

Other essential items you should pack include sunscreen, sunglasses, a hat, a canteen or 
water bottle carrier, an alarm clock, and any prescription or allergy medications you may be 
using. (It is advisable to also bring copies of your prescriptions in case your supply is lost 
or damaged and you need a refill. Similarly, is good to have a copy of your prescription for 
your eyeglasses should they be damaged and need to be replaced.)

A day pack is useful for field trips, especially the walking trips.
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Of course, bring a Bible and writing materials.

The electric current in Israel and Jordan is 220 volts, so you will need a converter and plug 
adapter if you are bringing 110-volt appliances.

2. HOW MUCH MONEY SHOULD YOU BRING AND WHERE CAN YOU 

CHANGE IT INTO ISRAELI SHEKELS OR JORDANIAN DINARS?

Your lodging, meals, and touring are covered by your program fees. (Please note, 
however, that drinks are not included with meals other than breakfast.) The only money you 
need to bring is spending money for bottled water if you have a sensitive stomach, snacks, 
and souvenirs. (One liter and a half bottle of water per day is provided to participants in the 
Jordan program.) Cash and travelers! checks can be exchanged at banks and authorized 
moneychangers in Israel. ATM machines are also available in Jerusalem and other large 
cities in Israel. Cash (particularly larger bills) brings a better exchange rate than travelers! 
checks. However, if you bring cash you should also bring a money belt since, unfortunately, 
the Holy Land has its share of pickpockets. Money changing facilities are not as readily 
available in Jordan as in Israel but exchange facilities are available in the airport, in border 
terminals and at Petra.

3. WHERE CAN I DO LAUNDRY?

Laundromats are available in West Jerusalem, in the Old City of Jerusalem, and at En Gev 
Holiday Village in the Galilee. Such facilities are not available in Jordan, although the Mosaic 
Hotel in Madaba can arrange to have clothes laundered. Woolite (packed in a zip-lock bag 
so that it won!t leak onto clothing in your luggage) is useful for washing socks and underwear 
in your sink. Dental floss is quite strong and can be used in creating a makeshift clothesline. 
You might consider purchasing some shirts and jeans/trousers at a garage sale and/or 
secondhand shop which you can discard (cutting down on your laundering needs) or leave 
behind when you return home. This would free up room in your suitcases for purchases you 
have made, and charities here are always happy to receive clothes.

4. WILL I HAVE INTERNET ACCESS?

Most hotels where you will stay have free Internet access.

5. WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO MAKE INTERNATIONAL CALLS?

International calling cards can be used with hotel phones.

Since a number of cell phone companies offer overseas packages for tourists, it is best to 
explore your options via the Internet before you depart your home country if you want to 
use this option. 

6. WHAT ARE VISA AND IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS?

Nationals of the following countries do not need to obtain an entry permit or visa prior to 
their arrival in Israel; they automatically receive a Tourist Visa, valid for three months, upon 
entering the country: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Barbados, Belgium, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Canada, Central Africa Republic, Chile, Columbia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Denmark, 
Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Ecuador, Finland, Fiji Islands, Germany (persons born 
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after 1.1.28), Gibraltar, Great Britain, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Hong Kong, Hungary, 
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Lesotho, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malta, 
Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nevis, Norway, Panama, 
Paraguay, Philippines, Portugal, San Marino, Slovenia, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, 
St. Kitts, Surinam, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Tobago, Trinidad, Uruguay, and 
U.S.A.

If you are a national of a country not on this list, please contact the UHL office as soon as 
possible so that we can send you instructions as to how to apply for a visa. The process 
can take up to several months.

Your passport must be valid for at least 6 months beyond your date of entry into Israel, 
and you must have a round-trip ticket.

A group visa, free of charge, is secured for those traveling overland to Jordan from Israel. If 
you are flying directly into Jordan, you will have to purchase a visa at the airport. If you are 
not a citizen of the U.S., Mexico or a South American or Western European company, let 
our office know as soon as possible. You might need to make application for a visa in 
advance of your arrival at the airport or overland border.

No immunizations are required for either Israel or Jordan.

7. HOW DO I GET FROM THE AIRPORT TO THE HOTEL WHERE THE 

PROGRAM BEGINS?

If you are traveling with a group, your leader will have made arrangements with the 
University of the Holy Land for your transfers between the airport and Jerusalem.

If you are coming alone, the Nesher company operates a shuttle service between Ben 
Gurion Airport and Jerusalem. Currently the cost of a seat in one of their vans is NIS 70 or 
about $20. (Exchange rates fluctuate). Ask our office for advice as to where you should tell 
the driver to drop you off in Jerusalem and for instructions as to how to get to the hotel from 
that point.

If you are flying into Jordan, there are taxis at the airport which can take you to our hotel in 
Amman. The average charge is about $25.
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